
Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am delighted to be writing my first newsletter as the new Headteacher of St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School. I feel

extremely privileged to have been appointed as Headteacher where I intend to build upon the successes of the school. It

has been a pleasure to meet and get to know your wonderful children and the hugely committed staff here at St. Mary’s,

who have all made me feel incredibly welcome.

As Headteacher, I will strive to create an excellent education for your child whilst they are members of our school family.

As a mother of two teenage children myself, I know that parents/carers want the very best for their child. I am fully

aware of the responsibility that staff and I have in ensuring that all children achieve the highest possible standards of

teaching, learning and behaviour in a positive environment where they recognise and develop their own unique qualities. 

Mrs Davison will continue in her role as acting Assistant Headteacher, and together, with the unwavering support of the

school team, we are extremely excited about the journey ahead. 

Please rest assured that very little will change in terms of the routines for your child in the short term. Over time you may

notice small changes but these will be communicated to you in advance with clear reasons given. The needs of the

children will always be paramount in the decisions we make within school. 

I look forward to meeting more parents and carers in the coming weeks. I hope to hold a coffee evening which will provide

me with the opportunity to meet you informally. I will also be on the school gates before or after school as much as

possible this half term.  

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs Ramshaw - Headteacher 

Hendrix for being kind to all of his friends
Faye for excellent reading of our new books

Sapphire for putting 100% effort in everything
Daisy for an amazing attitude to independent learning

www.blackhill-st-marys-rc.durham.sch.uk            smb@smb.bwcet.com            01207 502 657 Page 1 of 2

St. Mary’s Newsletter
12th January 2024

Stars of the week Question of the week:

Where do penguins live?YR

Y1

Hope M for always listening and working hard
Jacob S for a positive attitude and concentration

Shane for excellent skills in wheelchair basketball 
Sophia for being RESPECTFUL to all her classmates

Aiden S for showing that he is always READY to learn
Sophie C for excellent work in mutiplication

Luke for showing great perseverance in art
Janae for being determined to use her design in art

Y3

Y6

Leah for super listening and problem solving in maths
Evie for great listening and always helping others

Y2

Y4

Y5

YR

What are the four seasons in order?

Y2

Y1

What was the 63 years of Queen Victoria’s reign

called?

Where did the wise men travel from to see Jesus and

how did they get there?

What is a settlement?

What is a settlement?

What is ratio?

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6



www.blackhill-st-marys-rc.durham.sch.uk            smb@smb.bwcet.com            01207 502 657 Page 2of 2

                                                               We are incredibly lucky to have specialist coaches in school from 

                                                               AE Sports Coaching. The coaches are working on a range of skills

                                                               with various groups of children. Our Year 6 pupils are developing

                                                               their leadership skills as they train to become Play Leaders. 

As current research indicates that children’s gross motor skills may not have fully developed as a result of COVID

lockdowns, the coaches recently offered to assess the children to see if they had any gaps in their development.

Gross motor skills are not only important for play, sports, and fitness, they are also connected to other actions

necessary for daily living and academic success. So, with this in mind, we agreed for the assessments to go ahead.

The coaches identified a range of things including: limb alignment when running; foot position when walking/running;

and crossing over of feet. All of which are crucial for posture, core strength, balance and coordination. On Friday,

coaches have begun to run quick 15 minute sessions alongside your child’s PE session to provide children with highly

effective targeted support to quickly fill in any minor gaps. 

A very small number of parents have expressed concern about the lack of information received about these

sessions - we hope this has rectified this issue. However, if you wish to withdraw your child from any of these

sessions, please inform your child’s class teacher or contact the school office.

Moving forward, we will endeavour to provide parents with more detail and advanced notice about any initiatives

taking place in school that are introduced to provide your child with the best possible education.

We now have new school rules at St. Mary’s. These are

READY, RESPECTFUL and SAFE. These rules will form

the basis of the school Positive Behaviour 

Policy which is currently under review. 

Once complete, this will be shared with 

you all.

SCHOOL RULESREMINDER!REMINDER!REMINDER!
You can apply for a place in our reception class if

your child will be four years old on or before 31

August 2024. The closing date for applications is 15th

January 2024 at midnight. Please ensure that you have

applied via the Pupil Admissions section on the Durham

County Council website.

On Thursday 18th January 2024 the Trust

are providing all primary school children with

a free school meal. 

If your child is normally on a Packed lunch and

would like to have a FREE school meal, please

email smb@smb.bwcet.com

Mains:

Sausage roll

Margherita pizza

Chicken / quorn nuggets

Potato wedges

Ham sandwich

Cheese sandwich

Scrumptious salad

Desserts:

Ice cream

Selection of fruit

Yoghurt


