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            Thank you for the book donations so           

            far. Keep them coming!  We would love

your help to improve the look of our school library

too. Please donate any of the following in good

condition: book ends; book character 

toys; soft toys; beanbags; large 

cushions. 
  

              We are also developing our Early Years

outdoor area to include a sensory garden, woodland

garden, kitchen garden and two small ponds! We

would love to have any donations of small water

plants, butterfly friendly plants (buddleia)

or herb/vegetable seedlings to plant. 

Stars of the week and dates for your

diary are on the following 

pages

Y4 Mass this morning went well.

The children were wonderful role

models, and those who led the

bidding prayers did an excellent job.

Also, some of the children seem to

             be picking up the Mass

                          prayers, which is

                          good to see.

On Wednesday, Year 5 visited the space exhibit at

Newcastle Centre for Life. They experienced two

sessions in the planetarium where they learned about

our place in the solar system; and about stars and

galaxies that are nearby, with a focus on Andromeda

and how stars live and die. They also had a go at the

space zone wow zone.  The children had an amazing

time, describing the day as: adventurous (Roseanne);

amazing (Hope); entertaining because I got to shock

people with static electricity (Lily C); it was amazing

because there was so much to see and do and to

learn (Eden); it [the planetarium] made me feel like I

was actually in space and seeing the 

planets moving (Kacper).

Question of the week: 

YR What is the capital of England? 

Y1 Can you name the 5 oceans? 

Y2 What new skill have you used to create your clay house? 

Y3 Explain what happens when a volcano erupts. 

Y4 Who was given ‘New Life’ when they were baptised by Philip? 

Y5 What is the place value of the third digit after a decimal point? 

Y6 What strengths did you discover about yourself during this week? 

Attendance: Whole school: 95.9%; Best class this week: Year 5

99.1%; Best class this term: Year 1 98.4%

17th May 2024

St. Mary’s Newsletter

Well done to all of our Year 6 pupils on all their hard work during this week’s SATs. The children

really have given their all and approached each assessment in a calm, focussed and mature 

manner. 

Whilst important, the tests can only be a measure of your children’s attainment on the day, in 

only reading, maths, spelling, grammar and punctuation. Their end of year report will give a 

broader overview of their achievements and successes across the year.

Thank you to all the adults who worked incredibly hard, not only to prepare children for the tests but to ensure

that a balance has been maintained with the other subjects in the curriculum. Thank you to all the parents

who have given such positive support to the children, school and staff. YEAR 6, we are very proud of you!



www.stmarysblackhill.bwcet.com            smb@smb.bwcet.com            01207 502 657 Page 2 of 3

Dates for your diary

YR

Y1

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

World Day for Children
We will be celebrating this in school on Friday 24th May. This will be a non-uniform day and 
we ask that children come to school dressed in something that makes them feel special, in 
exchange for a donation towards the Significance Charity for Young People. Payments can now be made via
Arbor. The Minnie Vinnies have also sent home a template for you and your child to illustrate your dreams
for our world. We hope you enjoy listening to each other's ideas. You can send them back to school for us to
share if you would like to.

Jack P for sharing excellent facts about King Charles and the Royal family 

Jack T for designing and making his own worry monster 

Sophia for her super effort in maths 

Scarlett for her amazing contributions to class discussion on Queen Elizabeth I in History 

Amelia for using lovely textures on her clay house 

Ivy for always trying her best and working hard to improve her handwriting 

Emilia for an excellent effort in Science 

Alfie for always listening well and joining in all lessons enthusiastically

Matilda for excellent reading comprehension skills this week 

Joseph for really engaging in all lessons and giving thoughtful answers 

All of Year 5 for getting stuck into the activities at the Centre for Life and asking excellent questions   

All of Year 6 who have worked so hard and shown a mature and dedicated approach to their learning

Stars of the Week

                  Many educational studies cite that certain homework tasks given to primary-aged children    

                  have minimal impact on academic progress. Indeed, the Education Endowment Foundation

                  reports that some homework activities make very little difference to success. There is some

evidence, however, suggesting that when homework is used as a short and focused intervention it can be

effective in improving attainment. 

With this in mind, we have changed our homework expectations slightly. We believe that the most

important ‘homework’ for all children is reading. Being able to read fluently and confidently develops

vocabulary; increases knowledge and enables children to access learning across all curriculum subjects. 

We, therefore, request that if your child is in EY or KS1 they read their school home reader for at least 10

mins each day; and 20 mins if they are in KS2. We also ask that they practise and consolidate key

mathematical skills using Timetables Rockstars and Numbots for a similar length of time daily. Feel free to

do more if your child wants to—practising in the right way leads to progress, but there will be no

expectation.

There will, on some occasions, be exceptions to this, e.g. if your child needs to fill gaps in their phonic

knowledge; or improve their arithmetic skills. Some children with SEN may also be able to access computer-

based literacy and number tasks. In these instances, individual parents will be informed about this directly

by the class teacher or the SENCO.

Dates for your diary are on the following page



Event Date Time Details

Non-uniform day Fri 24 May All day See above

Fri 24 May break up for Spring 1/2 term - Mon 3 June return to school

Y5 at Church for Mass Fri 7 Jun 10am All parents welcome

Y1 trip to Beamish Wed 12 Jun All day Children only

EY & KS1 Mass in school hall Thu 13 Jun Time to be confirmed EY / KS1 parents welcome

Y2 trip to Beamish Fri 14 Jun All day Children only

Y6 at Church for Mass Fri 14 Jun 10am All parents welcome

INSET day Fri 21 Jun All day School closed to children

Sports week Mon 24 - Fri 28 June Children only

Y6 @ Youth Village Mon 24 Jun All day Children only

Y3 trip to Shildon Locomotion Museum Wed 26 Jun All day Children only

Whole school sports day Fri 28 June 2.00-3.30pm All parents welcome

Y6 transition day @ St Bede’s Mon 1 July All day Children only

Y6 transition day @ St Bede’s Tue 2 July All day Children only

Whole school moving up day Tue 2 July All day Children only

Y6 residential to Kingswood 3 - 5 July Children only

School Summer Fair Sat 6 Jul 11am-1pm All welcome

Y5 taster day at St Bede’s Fri 5 July All day Children only

Y5 Trust Athletics Mon 15 July All day Details to follow

Fri 19 July break up for Summer holidays

INSET day Mon 2 Sept All day School closed to children

INSET day Tue 3 Sept All day School closed to children

Wed 4 Sept return after Summer break

New Dates

Dates for your Diary
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