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We know parents would like to see more community events at St Mary’s.

We would LOVE to see this too! Most schools who enjoy a range of

community events are fortunate enough to have a Friends group or a

PTA. The main difference between a Friends group and PTA is that

members of a Friends group do not have to be parents thus broadening

the scope of involvement.

Sadly, because St Mary’s is a relatively small school, we do not have the capacity to release staff to focus on

organising community events. This is because; every teacher is responsible for developing, leading and

monitoring more than one curriculum subject; and every teaching assistant delivers an after-school club.

Additionally, we have had a reduced staff team throughout the Spring and Summer terms and we can't expect

supply agency staff to commit to long term responsibilities.

We have everything ‘crossed’ that in September we will be able to allocate a member of staff to be a Friends

Group/PTA liaison member with the full backing of the Senior Leadership Team. If you are interested in

starting a Friends/PTA group or becoming a member, please contact the school office. We are more than

happy for the ball to get rolling before September if parents are keen enough! See

https://www.pta.co.uk/running-a-pta/managing-a-pta/step-by-step--start-a-pta/ for information.

Here are just a few things that staff have organised which are often picked up by the PTA/Friends group:

« Organising school fairs
« Raising funds for Leavers Hoodies
« Coffee mornings / evenings

« Uniform and fancy dress swap shops

Together in worship

As our Early Years and Key Stage 1 parents are aware, we
have rescheduled the EY/KS1 Mass to Wed 17th July at
2.45pm. This will be held in the school hall. To clarify, a
Mass is led by Fr. Tom and is not a Liturgy - now known
as Celebration of The Word- which is usually led by the
children. It is easy to get the two mixed up. Parents are
usually invited to the Celebration of The Word but we
wanted to open the invite to EY/SK1 parents for Mass too,
as our parents of children in KS2 are invited to a class
Mass in church at least each half term.
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World Children’s Day Events

Thank you for your donations to the
Significance Charity on World Children’s Day.
We raised £59.00.
Congratulations to Millie and Maya for
receiving a Certificate of Excellence from the
Diocese for their Art entry to World Children’s
Day. Their Artwork was shortlisted in the top
(o 100 from 2,402 entries from
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© i schools across the Diocese! A big
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%‘\N“'Es thanks to all those who joined in.
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Question of the week

YR What new rule did Jesus give to his friends the disciples?

Y1 What was your favourite part of our Beamish trip?

Y2 If | turn to the right, will | be turning clockwise or anti-clockwise?

Y3 What is a Parable?

Y4 Why do some people choose to live near active volcanoes like Mount Etna?

Y5 In a scientific investigation, we use the experiment to check whether our (fill in the blank)

is correct?

Y6 What is meant by the radius and diameter of a circle?

Stars of the week

YR Olivia R for writing a book about animals using our vocabulary.

YR Harry H for clearly answering questions about animals in Spain.

Y1 Harrison for putting in super effort into his reading and homework.

Y1 Miles for a great attitude to work and trying your best with your work.

Y2 George for being a good role model to others.

Y2 Phoebe C for working hard with your phonics this week.

Y3 Rosie for being cheerful and helpful in class and trying your best with all your work.

Y3 Noah for listening well and making huge efforts with the correct formation of your letters.

Y4 Thomas S for contributing incredibly well during class discussion.

Y4 Emily W for great work on similes.

Y5 Miles C for really thorough work focusing on planning an adventure handbook for an expedition.
Y5 Jacob M for excellent enthusiasm and making deeper connections between converting units of measure.
Y6 Eliza for working very hard to produce creative and engaging pieces if writing.

Y6 Millie for showing a mature and dedicated attitude towards her learning and being a king friend.

Stars in the Community Dates for
o your diary

A HUGE WELL DONE to Lucy and Harriet AND their cheerleading team from

: . - are on the
Derwent Valley Allstars, based in Consett, who took part in a British
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Cheerleading Association (BCA) competition in Newcastle on Saturday. There

were 8 teams in their category and they won!

Summer Fair Requests

If you know of any businesses who would like to donate a prize for the raffle, please get in
touch with the office - this could be a free advertising opportunity!
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Event Date Time Details

INSET day Fri 21 Jun All day School closed to children

Sports week - PE kit Mon 24 - Fri 28 June Children only

Y6 @ Youth Village Mon 24 Jun All day Email from teacher

Y3 trip to Shildon Locomotion Museum Wed 26 Jun All day Children only

Whole school sports day Fri 28 June 2.00 - 3.30pm All parents welcome

Toy & book stall donations 1-5 July In good condition please

Y6 transition day @ St Bede's Mon 1 July Info from St Bede’s

Y6 transition day @ St Bede's Tue 2 July Info from St Bede's

Whole school moving up day Tue 2 July Children only

Y6 residential to Kingswood 3 -5 July Email from teacher

School Summer Fair Sat 6 Jul T1am-1pm All welcome

Y5 trip to Washington Wetlands Tue 9 Jul All day Email from teacher

End of Reception assembly Tue 9 Jul 2.15 - 3.30pm Reception parents

Y6 ‘Get Me Out of Here!” performance Fri 12 Jul 2.30 - 3.30pm Y3-Y5 children & Y6 parents

Y5 Trust Athletics Mon 15 July All day Children only

EY & KS1 Mass in school hall Wed 17 Jul 2.45pm - 3.25pm EY / KS1 parents welcome

Y6 leavers Mass in church Thu 18th July 10am Y3-Y5 children & Y6 parents

Fri 19 July break up for Summer holidays

INSET day Mon 2 Sept All day School closed to children

INSET day Tue 3 Sept All day School closed to children

Wed 4 Sept return after Summer break
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